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One Health pzloz‘ prq]ecz‘ Zaunched
to improve livestock health

HANS NEWS SERVICES
BENGALURU

DEPARTMENT of Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying, Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Government of India, on
Tuesday, launched One Health, a
pilot project. One-Health is a
multi-sectoral approach that takes
into consideration human, animal
and environment health and the
interconnectivity and interdepend-
ence of these three elements.

Also, the capacity building plan
in English and Kannada and One
Health brochure was launched in
the Kannada language.

Addressing the launch of the pi-
lot project, Secretary, Department
of Animal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing Atul Chaturvedi said, “The One
Health India program will work to
improve livestock health, human

health, wildlife health, and envi-
ronmental health by institutional-
izing the coordination among ani-
mal, human and wildlife
departments, improving disease di-
agnosis and surveillance, digitizing
the data collection and sharing
mechanism and enabling enhanced
communication among commu-
nity members on the need to pay
attention to zoonotic diseases and
for implementing One Health. This
pilot project will help institution-
alize the coordination among var-
ious sectors thereby making data
sharing and reporting procedure
on disease outbreaks feasible. It will
facilitate, strengthen, and integrate
the laboratories in a network. The
project aims to support the devel-
opment of a targeted surveillance
plan and integrate data with the
digital architecture of the National
Digital  Livestock  Mission
(NDLM). The pilot in Karnataka

will form the basis for development
of the One Health Framework for
India.”

Animal Husbandry Commis-
sioner, Dr Praveen Malik said,
“With the launch of the One Health
in Karnataka, we look forward to
integrating human, environmental,
and animal health. Six interven-
tions planned for the pilot will re-
sult in better coordination amongst
different relevant sectors and ca-
pacity building of different teams."

“We are proud that the One
Health pilot project is being imple-
mented in Karnataka. This pilot
will go a long way in helping us im-
prove facilities and infrastructure
in our State,” said Salma K Fahim,
Secretary, State Department of An-
imal Husbandry and Fisheries.

State Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forest (WL) Vijaykumar
Gogi and Dr Pushplatha, in-
chargeDirector, Department of

Health and Family Welfare, said
they were excited to implement the
One Health framework in the State
and they indicated the commit-
ment of the department to support
this initiative. Also, they look for-
ward to integrating animal health
with human and environment
health.

On this occasion, Alkesh Wad-
hwani, Director, Poverty Allevia-
tion, Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation (BMGF) expressed pleasure
on the launch of this pilot project
and showed his support to De-
partment of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying for the implementa-
tion of the National One Health
Framework for India. DAHD is pi-
loting this project with the finan-
cial support of Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation (BMGF) and
The Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) as as the implement-
Ing partner.



One Health:
Karnataka to lead
national effort to track
zoonotic diseases

AISHWARYA NAMBIAR
BENGALURU, DHNS

l i arnataka, along with

Uttarakhand, will soon

ecome a torchbearer
for other statesin establishing
a system to check the spread
of viruses from animals, with
the launch of an integrated
effort that seeks to track
emerging diseases of zoonot-
1C origin.

The programme is the re-
sult of an MoU signed by the
Department of Animal Hus-
bandryand Dairying with the
Billand Melinda Gates Foun-
dation in September 2021.
The department’s premises
in Bengaluru will be the hub
of the ‘One Health’ initiative,
steered by an expert panel in
the World Health Organisa-
tion(WHO) and supported by
global organisations.

Launching the pilot proj-
ect, secretary of the Union
Ministry of Fisheries Atul
Chaturvedi said the pro-
gramme will improve the
health of livestock as well
as wildlife, leading to better
human health and an overall
improvement in the envi-
ronment. “This will be made
possible byimproving disease
diagnosis and surveillance,
digitising the data collection
and sharing mechanism.”

Potential threats

Considering human, animal
and environmental health
from the perspective of inter-
connectivity and interdepen-
dence, the initiative will help
check potential threatsatthe
human-animal-environment
interface while protecting
biodiversity. Chaturvedi said
the initiative will also enable

between the experts and
members of the community,
which will in turn improve
surveillance. “The pilot in
Karnataka will form the basis
for developing the One Health
Framework for India. India is
thefirstintheworld totryand
adaptthisapproach,” he said.
Officials said coordination
between various players and
sectors was a key objective of
the programme which willin-
tegratethelaboratoriesintoa
network and ensure sharing
of data on disease outbreaks.
“The project aims to sup-
portthedevelopmentofatar-
geted surveillance plan and
integrate data with the digital
architecture of the National
Digital Livestock Mission,”
Chaturvedi added.

‘Better infrastructure’

Dr Sindura Ganapathi, vis-
iting Fellow at the Office of
Principal Scientific Advisor
to the Government of India,
said, people understand that
animal health was as import-
antas humanhealth post-pan-
demic. “Resources are spent
in each of the domains for
building laboratories and
other equipment. The best
use of these resources can be
made possible by One Health,
where all departments coulc
benefit from the better infra-
structure this project could
bring in,” he said. Principa
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) Vijaykumar Gogi
said the initiative will help
protect wildlife, including
the endangered species. “If a
wild animal becomes extinct,
the diseases that belong to
that species will cling on to
domestic species and further
end up clinging to the human

seamless flow of information _species.” he said.



‘One Health’ pilot
project to be
launched today

& 1 “The dairying and animal

husbandry ministry
will on Tuesday launch
‘One Health’ pilot project in
Bengaluru, bringing stake-
holders from animal, human
and environment health on a
common platform to come out
with solutions to prevent out-
break of zoonoticdisease (such
as coronaviruses) in future.
The success of the pilot will
help the Centre develop a na-
tional ‘One Health’ roadmap,
equipped with better response
mechanism and management
while incorporating global best
practices. The pilot will be
launched in collaboration with
Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion (BMGF) and Confederation
of Indian Industry as imple-
mentation partners. Besides
Karnataka, the department of
animal husbandry & dairyingis
implementing the pilot projects
in Uttarakhand as well. Tnn



State to keep eye out

| Melvin Mathew
c-melvinnmathew
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMirror

he One Health pilot
programme aimed at
creating a preventative
watch against zoonotic
viruses was launched in Ben-
galuru on Tuesday. Karnataka
is among the two states that
were chosen for this pilot.

Overburdened by waves of
Covid-19 to keep watch for in-
coming virus attacks, the One
health pilot was launched to
set up a larger and broader
system across the country. The
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying (DAHD)
launched the One Health pilot
in collaboration with the Kar-
nataka Forest Department and
the Department of Health and
Family Weltare in Karnataka.,

It perceives the health of
humans as part of the inter-
connected ecosystem with the
health of people, animals and
the environment impacting
each other. DAHD has signed
an MoU with Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation,

Speaking at a press meet-
ing, the Commissioner of the
Animal Husbandry depart-
ment, Dr Praveen Malik, said,
“For the last two decades, a
lot of diseases are emerging
in our country and across
the globe. The mechanism to
tackle these issues lies with the
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One Health System perceives health of humans as part of
an interconnected ecosystem

concept of One Health. This
programme will focus on un-
derstanding how these diseas-
es are prevalent and forecast
their emergence. Using the
model of predict, prevent, de-
tect and respond we can tackle
these issues.”

The One Health pilot will

focus on capacity-building for
laboratories and field func-
tionaries like forest guards
and ASHA workers. Another
key aspect will be to process
samples quickly, transmit in-
formation and enter the data
in a digital format. The first pi-
lot was started in Uttarakhand

for zoonotic viruses

One Health pilot programme launched to keep preventative watch against viruses
cielais ;

The learning
from
Uttarakhand and
Karnataka will
help in formulating
the framework for
the national One

health programme
— RK Singh, project director

last April by communicating
with the farmers and other
stakeholders about building
better biosecurity to stop the
eruption of new diseases.

Project Director (One
Health) RK Singh said, “The
learning from Uttarakhand
and Karnataka will help in
formulating the framework
for the national One health
programme. We will focus
on institutionalising mecha-
nisms for data collection and
integration with NDLM and
developing of targeted surveil-
lance plan, creating a network
of laboratories and common
SOPs, identification of train-
ing needs, communication
with each stakeholder, aware-
ness of zoonotic diseases, and
emergency preparedness.”

The apex committee will
be chaired by the prime min-
ister, a steering committee
chaired by the secretary of An-
imal Husbandry and a State-
level committee supported
by a one-health coordination
team.



Union govt launches pilot project
on ‘One Health’ in Karnataka

ENS @ Bengaluru

THE Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying
(DAHD), Government of In-
dia, on Tuesday launched the
pilot project on ‘One Health’ in
Karnataka, which will “form
the basis for development of
the One Health Framework for
India”, said Secretary, DAHD,
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, Gol,
Atul Chaturvedi.
‘One-Health’ is a multi-sec-
toral approach that takes into
consideration human, animal
and environment health and
the inter-connectivity and the
interdependence of the three
for holistic health. The impor-
tance and interlinking of mul-
ti-sectoral health has gained
prominence in the wake of
Covid. Uttarakhand and Kar-
nataka were selected for the
pilot. The ‘One Health’ 1nitia-
tive has been established
through an apex inter-ministe-
rial governance committee
chaired by the Principal Scien-

tific Adviser to the Govern-
ment of India. The DAHD is
piloting the project with finan-
clal support of Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
as the implementing partner.
Announcing the launch of
the pilot 1n the city, Chaturvedi

Q

Six interventions planned for the
pilot will result in better
coordination among different
relevant sectors and capacity
building of different teams

Praveen Malik, Commissioner,
Animal Husbandry

sald the programme will work
towards “improving livestock,
human, wildlife and environ-
mental health by institutional-
1sing the coordination mecha-
nisms in these sectors. This
would include improved dis-
ease diagnosis, surveillance,
digitising data collection, shar-
ing mechanism and enabling

enhanced communication
among community members
on zoonotic diseases and for re-
porting procedure on disease
outbreaks feasible”.

“Six interventions planned
for the pilot will result in bet-
ter coordination among differ-
ent relevant sectors and capac-
ity building of different teams.
With the support of the state
departments and all stakehold-
ers, we look forward to the suc-
cessful implementation of the
pilot,” said Commissioner, An-
imal Husbandry, Praveen Ma-
lik. Secretary, Department of
Animal Husbandry and Fish-
eries, Government of Karna-
taka, Salma Fahim, called the
launch a “proud moment” for
Karnataka. Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (WL),
Forest, Ecology and Environ-
ment Department, Vijayku-
mar Gogi and Incharge-Direc-
tor, Department of Health and
Family Welfare, Pushplatha,
sald they look forward to inte-
grating animal health with hu-
man and environment health.



‘One Health’ pilot
project launched

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The “One Health” pilot project aimed at improv-
ing national and State-level resource allocation
and policy ecosystem on early prediction, de-
tection, and diagnosis of zoonotic diseases
through increased quality, availability, and util-
ity of data evidence, was launched in Bengaluru
on Tuesday. The project has been initiated by
the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dai-
rying (DAHD).

Multi-sectoral approach

One Health is a multi-sectoral approach that
takes into consideration human, animal and en-
vironmental health and the interconnectivity
and interdependence of these three elements.
The idea becomes especially important after
the COVID pandemic for taking a holistic
approach.

Speaking at the launch, Atul Chaturvedi, Se-
cretary, Department of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husban-
dry and Dairying, Government of India, said,
“The One Health India programme will work to
improve livestock health, human health, wil-
dlife health, and environmental health by insti-
tutionalising the coordination among animal,
human and wildlife departments, improving
disease diagnosis and surveillance, digitising
the data collection and sharing mechanism and
enabling enhanced communication among
community members on the need to pay atten-

tion to zoonotic diseases and for implementing
One Health.”

“This pilot project will help institutionalise
coordination among various sectors thereby
making data sharing and reporting procedures
on disease outbreaks feasible. It will facilitate,
strengthen, and integrate the laboratories in a
network,” he said. The pilot in Karnataka will
form the basis for development of the One
Health Framework for India.
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